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(b) ACQUISITION OF SUPPORTING INFORMA-
TION.—In carrying out the study under this sec-
tion, the Comptroller General shall seek to ob-
tain views from the following persons:

(1) The Secretary of Housing and Urban De-
velopment.

(2) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs.

(3) Low-income, very low-income,
tremely low-income veterans.

(4) Representatives of State and local housing
assistance agencies.

(5) Representatives of monprofit low-income
housing providers and homeless service pro-
viders, including homeless veteran service pro-
viders.

(6) National advocacy organizations con-
cerned with veterans, homelessness, and low-in-
come housing.

(c) TIMING OF REPORT.—Not later than 6
months after the date of enactment of this Act,
the Comptroller General shall submit to Con-
gress a report on the study conducted under this
section.

SEC. 223. (a) Not later than 60 days after the
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, after consultation with the
National Association of County Veterans Service
Officers, other wveterans service organizations,
and State departments of veterans affairs shall
submit a report to the Committee on Appropria-
tions of the Senate that describes a plan (in-
cluding estimated costs) to provide an adequate
supply of the 2006 edition of handbook entitled,
Federal Benefits for Veterans and Dependents,
and all subsequent editions, to all county vet-
erans service officers in the United States.

SEC. 224. None of the funds made available in
this Act or any other Act may be used—

(1) to revoke or reduce a veteran’s disability
compensation for post traumatic stress disorder
based on a finding that the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs failed to collect justifying docu-
mentation unless such failure was the direct re-
sult of fraud by the applicant; or

(2) for the implementation of Recommendation
3 of VA Inspector General Report No. 05-00765—
137 or any related review and investigation of
post traumatic stress disorder unemployability
and 100 scheduler percent ratings cases, until
the Department of Veterans’ Affairs reports to
the Committee on Appropriations on its plan for
implementing this recommendation, and outlines
the staffing and funding requirements.

SEC. 225. CLINICAL TRAINING AND PROTOCOLS.
(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds that—

(1) the Iraq War Clinician Guide has tremen-
dous value; and

(2) the Secretary of Defense and the National
Center on Post Traumatic Stress Disorder
should continue to work together to ensure that
the mental health care needs of servicemembers
and veterans are met.

(b) COLLABORATION.—The National Center on
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder shall collaborate
with the Secretary of Defense—

(1) to enhance the clinical skills of military
clinicians through training, treatment protocols,
web-based interventions, and the development of
evidence-based interventions; and

(2) to promote pre-deployment resilience and
post-deployment readjustment among
servicemembers serving in Operation Iraqi Free-
dom and Operation Enduring Freedom.

(c) TRAINING.—The National Center on Post
Traumatic Stress Disorder shall work with the
Secretary of Defense to ensure that clinicians in
the Department of Defense are provided with
the training and protocols developed pursuant
to subsection (b)(1).

SEC. 226. (a) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs
shall immediately submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs and Appropriations of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a re-
port on any Department of Veterans Affairs
budget shortfall totaling 2 percent or more of the
Department’s total discretionary funding budget
for a fiscal year.

(b) The Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall,
not later than 180 days after the date of the en-
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actment of this Act, submit to the Committees on
Veterans’ Affairs and Appropriations of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a com-
prehensive plan to improve long-term budget
planning and actuarial forecasting at the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs.

SEC. 227. (a) In conducting advanced plan-
ning activities under this Act, the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs shall reevaluate Veterans
Health Administration Handbook 1006.1 and
other guidance and procedures related to plan-
ning, activating, staffing, and maintaining com-
munity-based outpatient clinics.

(b) In conducting such planning, the Sec-
retary shall—

(1) revise as appropriate existing policies to
make them less disadvantageous to rural vet-
erans; and

(2) reexamine criteria used in planning, acti-
vating, staffing, and maintaining such clinics,
including geographic access, number of Priority
1-6 veterans, market penetration, cost effective-
ness, and distance to parent facilities, to deter-
mine whether such criteria are weighted in a
manner that negatively affects rural veterans.

TITLE I[II—RELATED AGENCIES

AMERICAN BATTLE MONUMENTS
COMMISSION

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For mnecessary expenses, mot otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, including the acquisition of land or
interest in land in foreign countries; purchases
and repair of uniforms for caretakers of na-
tional cemeteries and monuments outside of the
United States and its territories and possessions;
rent of office and garage space in foreign coun-
tries; purchase (one for replacement only) and
hire of passenger motor vehicles; not to exceed
37,500 for official reception and representation
expenses; and insurance of official motor vehi-
cles in foreign countries, when required by law
of such countries, $36,250,000, to remain avail-
able until expended.

FOREIGN CURRENCY FLUCTUATIONS

For mecessary expenses, mot otherwise pro-
vided for, of the American Battle Monuments
Commission, $15,250,000, to remain available
until expended, for purposes authorized by title
36, United States Code, section 2109.

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS FOR
VETERANS CLAIMS

SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses for the operation of
the United States Court of Appeals for Veterans
Claims as authorized by title 38, United States
Code, sections 7251-7298, $18,795,000, of which
31,260,000 shall be available for the purpose of
providing financial assistance as described, and
in accordance with the process and reporting
procedures set forth, under this heading in Pub-
lic Law 102-229.

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL
CEMETERIAL EXPENSES, ARMY
SALARIES AND EXPENSES

For necessary expenses, as authorized by law,
for maintenance, operation, and improvement of
Arlington National Cemetery and Soldiers’ and
Airmen’s Home National Cemetery, including
the purchase of two passenger motor vehicles for
replacement only, and not to exceed $1,000 for
official reception and representation expenses,
328,550,000, to remain available until expended.
In addition, such sums as may be necessary for
parking maintenance, repairs and replacement,
to be derived from the lease of Department of
Defense Real Property for Defense Agencies ac-
count.

ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME
ARMED FORCES RETIREMENT HOME

For expenses necessary for the Armed Forces
Retirement Home to operate and maintain the
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Washington,
District of Columbia and the Armed Forces Re-
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tirement Home—Gulfport, Mississippi, to be paid
from funds available in the Armed Forces Re-
tirement Home Trust Fund, $58,281,000, of which
$1,248,000 shall remain available until expended
for construction and renovation of the physical
plants at the Armed Forces Retirement Home—
Washington, District of Columbia and the
Armed Forces Retirement Home—Gulfport, Mis-
sissippi.
GENERAL PROVISIONS

SEC. 301. Any limitation, directive, or ear-
marking contained in either the House of Rep-
resentatives or Senate report accompanying
H.R. 2528 shall also be included in the con-
ference report or joint statement accompanying
H.R. 2528 in order to be considered as having
been approved by both Houses of Congress.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies Appropriations Act, 2006,

Amend the title so as to read: “An Act
making appropriations for Military Con-
struction and Veterans Affairs, and Related
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2006, and for other purposes.’.

———
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREE-
MENT—NOMINATION OF JOHN
ROBERTS
Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask

unanimous consent that on Thursday,
the time from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. be
divided in the following manner: 10:30
a.m. to 10:45 a.m., Senator LEAHY; 10:45
a.m. to 11 a.m., Senator SPECTER; 11
a.m. to 11:15 a.m., the Democratic lead-
er; and 11:15 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., the ma-
jority leader; provided further that at
11:30 a.m. on Thursday, the Senate pro-
ceed to a vote on the confirmation of
the nomination of John Roberts to be
Chief Justice of the TUnited States,
with no further intervening action or
debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

EXTENDING BY 10 YEARS THE AU-
THORITY OF THE SECRETARY OF
COMMERCE

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs be discharged from
further consideration of H.R. 2385 and
the Senate proceed to its immediate
consideration.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk
will report the bill by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 2385) to extend by 10 years the
authority of the Secretary of Commerce to
conduct the quarterly financial report pro-
gram.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. FRIST. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and that any statements relating
to the measure be printed in the
RECORD as if read.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 2385) was read the third
time and passed.
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